reaction-positive peak, A, which was eluted at the change from 0.2 M PA to 0.4 M PA, and a ninhydrin reaction-positive peak, B, which was eluted at a position corresponding to approximately 2 column volumes. As shown in Fig. 2 , the active fraction, A, was further purified by successive HPLC separations with three different eluant systems. Hypotensive activity was recovered in A-1, A-2 and A-3, successively, as shown in Table I . The purified A-3 was found to be homogeneous in HPLC analyses with two different eluant systems (tR =5.6 min with H2O at 4 ml/min; tR= 7.5 min with 5% aq. Me0H-0.1% HCl at 3 ml/min). The yield of A-3 was 150 pg from 10 kg of the red-mold rice. Intravenously administered A-3 (2.5 pg/kg) showed a potent but transient hypotensive effect, as shown in Table I .
Another hypotensive fraction, B, obtained from Amberlite CG-120 chromatography was further purified by HPLC separation to afford colorless needles, B-1, as shown in Fig. 3 . The active principle, B-1, was homogeneous in HPLC analysis (tR= 5.0 min with H2O at 4 ml/min) and in amino acid analysis, as shown in Fig. 4 . The yield of B-1 was 300 mg from 10 kg of the rice. Intravenously injected B-1 produced a hypotensive effect which continued for a few minutes, as shown in Table I . resting values of cardiovascular parameters, degree of activity of the sympathetic nervous system and catecholamine release from the adrenal medulla.9) Recently, Tsuji et al.10) reported that chronic dietary administration of red-mold rice prepared with M. pilosus reduced the elevated blood pressure of SHR. The two active principles isolated here from the rice should account at least in part for the hypotensive effect of dietary administration of the rice, but this requires confirmation.
